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Winners Before The Bench
\
I

Two trial technique tea1ns score highly in
New York City competition
wo three- me mber teams
of UB Law School students finished near the
top of the pac k - one of
the m progressing all the
way to the Final Fo ur - at the Nati onal Trial Advocacy Competition
regio na l, he ld in February in New
Yo rk City.
The UB teams, chosen fro m
amo ng to p perfo rmers in the Law
School 's Tria l Technique course.
compete d agai nst a toug h fie ld of
teams fro m a dozen o ther uni versities,
inc lud ing the Yale, Syrac use and A lbany law sc hools.
The UB tea m of Michael Joynt.
Sandra S nyder and Ro bin Sardegna
progre ssed to the quarterfinals before
be ing e liminated from the competition. The o ther UB team, composed
of Robe rt J . Maranto Jr. , Carl W .
Morgan and M ark Uba, de feated
Yale, A lbany (Ia t year's w inne r) a nd
Rutgers . the n lost a narrow dec ision
to the Benj a min Ca rdozo Law School
o f Yeshi va Unive rsity in the se mi fina l .
So c lose was tha t dec ision, in
fact, that the UB team lost by just
four points under a scoring system in
w hi ch 360 was a perfect score. A victory would have meant a trip to Housto n to take pa rt in the nati ona l competiti o n.
"They just did a wonderful j o b,''
Charl es H . Do ug he n y, directo r of
UB Law 's Trial Technique Program,
sa id of the two teams. He is a me mbe r of the Buffa lo law firm A lbrecht.
McG uire. Heffern & G regg. P.C.

T

"One of the instructors from a nother school to ld one of our coaches
that he had been coming to thi s competiti on for years:· Doug he rty sa id ,
"and had never heard better open ing
stateme nts and closing arg uments
than were given by one of our teams.''
The UB teams were coached by
Trial Technique instruc to rs George R.
Rich, pres ide nt of the Western New

on subt leties of posture and intonatio n
that could me an the difference
between wi nning a nd losing.
The ma tter of w itnesses was a
difficu lt one in this mock c ivil
lawsuit. The student teams weren ' t
introduced to their witnesses. frie ndl y
o r hostile, until al most the last minute.
"The way it's structured," said
Carl W. Morgan, "you have a pretri al
record, wi th the
depositions of the
wi tnesses. But
you never meet
your actua l live
witnesses unti l
about 15 minutes
be fore the trial.
You try no t to
suggest a nswe rs
to them, bec ause
that 's something the opposing counsel
can use to the ir advantage. but you
have to prepare the m as best you can
in those 15 minute s."
Morgan, who attends law sc hoo l
full time and al so wo rks full time as a
police officer for the C ity of
Lac ka wanna. had high praise for the
Ca rdozo team that eventua ll y de fe ated
him and h is teammates. "They we re a
great team.' ' he said . "We had a
chance to talk to them at the bre ak
and a fterward . and these are folks
who have a school that appare ntl y
puts a great deal o f e mphas is on the
tria l techni q ue program. T hey had j ust
returned from New O rleans. w he re
they had panicipated in a competition.
so they were wl!l l-seasoncd ...
By co ntrast. the U B tea m~ were

"He told us to pin witnesses
down and extract exactly
what we want from them. "
York Trial Lawyers Assoc iation, and
Ro bert M. Murphy. Bo th acco mpanied the stude nts to New Yo rk C ity .
where the co mpetitio n was he ld in
two Brooklyn courthouses.
'T he coaching was just phenomenal,'' said Mark Uba. "George Rich
s pe nt an awful lot of time w ith us,
three solid weeks of preparati on. And
Bob Murphy ga ve us a lot of he lp in
fra ming arg ume nt . working on the
ope ning and c los ing state ments.
"T here were some tec hniques.
especia lly in t:ro s-exami nation, that
especiall y Geo rge was very familiar
w ith. He told us how to pi n w irnesses
down and ex tract exactl y w hat we
wa nt from the m ...
The coaches a lso videotaped the
students as they practiced. to key in
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taking part in their first trial
technique competition. This is the
second year that UB has
partic ipated in the contest.
It's a for:m idable challenge for
these students, all of whom said
they hope to make a career out of
trial work. "Most of the grading
depended on how you responded
on your feet," said Robert J.
Maranto Jr., captain of one of the
UB teams. He is a vis iting thirdyear student fro m Duquesne
University Law School.
"When I was practicing with
the team members, I found a lot of
it very difficult. But when I was in
the courtroom, it was easier to see
both sides and easier to make those
arguments."
Indeed, Maran to had to switch
sides, from plaintiff to defe nse, as
the team advanced. Teams were
scored by a panel of three judges.
who evaluated their techn ique in
opening and closing arguments,
and direct examination and c rossexamination of two witnesses in
each trial.
Dougherty noted that the
students' trip was fu nded in large
part by the Western New York
Trial Lawyers Assoc iation. The
Nati onal Trial Advocacy
Competition is sponsored in the
Northeast by the New York State
Bar Association and the Trial
Lawyers Section of the New York
State Bar Associat ion.
"'This, and New York Practice.
were probably the single most
valuable experiences I've had in
law school," Morgan said. "This
ex perience, l don ' t think you could
duplicate it." •

Preventive Medicine
New course fosters respect between law
and medical students

S

evera l years ago, the Law
and Medical Schools decided
that better commu nicati on
and cooperation between
their respective fac ulty members and students wou ld be heal thier
fo r all -and have been feverishl y
working to ach ieve it ever since. The
found ing of a Health Policy Counc il
at the Medical School and the development of a joint course for upper-division law and medical students has
led to substa ntial progress in this interdi sciplinary effort between the two
professional schools.
Muc h of the credi t for th is effort
at nursing a gentler, kinder re lat ionship belongs to Associate Dean and
Professor of Law Lee Albert. He is a
fo unding me mber of the Health Policy Counci l at the School of Medic ine,
an organization of uni vers ity faculty
and community-based professiona ls
with knowledge and ex pe rie nce in
health care. lts purpose is to assist
health care policy-makers in Western
New York and beyond through research and consultation. One of its
current projects, for example, is formulating a policy for the university on
HI V positive and impaired medical
and dental students, residents and
teaching physicians.
Professor Albert a lso spoke on
cost-control problems in the American health care system at the Medical
School Alumn i Convocation which
honored Chief Judge Wachtler with
an award. In a highly visi ble expression of its support for law a nd medicine. the UB School of Medicine in-

vited Professor Al bert to present the
keynote address at their 1992 commencement exercises.
These steps, and a course offered
for the firs t time this semester to
th ird-year medical students and upper-division law students, attem pt to
break down the barriers that separate
the practi ce of law and medi c ine.
During the last two decades, the
practi ce of medicine in America has
been subjected to increasi ngly gre~ter
state and fe dera l regulation. One result is that patients are fi ling a spiraling number of malprac ti ce suits
against the ir doctors. Greater legal
li mits on physician fees a nd restrictio ns on their cli nical pre rogatives are
o ther bitter pills to swallow- and
make the doctors' tempe ratures rise.
"It is small wonder that adverl
saria relationships often exist between doctors and lawyer ," A lbe rt
says.
In an attempt to increase unde rstanding between stude nts o f both disc iplines, they now can be found taking a new course together entit led
Policy Issues In Clinical Medic ine,
which Professor A lbert is co-teaching
with Harry Sultz, professor of social
and preven ti ve medicine a t UB, a nd
Thomas Ri emenschneider, associate
dean for c linical affairs.
''In light of the expanded role
of legal institutions inte racti ng with
the medical profession, it is increasingly important for lawyers and doctors to talk to each other," Albert explains. ·'But it has become part of ou r
c ulture for lawyers to expect doctors

